
 

 

 NATIONAL PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING IN ACTION 
RECOGNITION DAY – 15 September 2023 
 
Honoring those who were held captive and returned, as well 
as those who remain missing. 

 

ALLEN, John Logan 

 
Born:  4 February 1917 
Gold Star Brother to Wilbur Clinton Allen, Jr., T-32 
Died:  2 July 1985 (aged 68) 

Class of 1934 

 

BALLARD, James William “Jimmy” 

 
Born:  18 January 1925 
 
Died:  23 August 1992 (aged 67) 

Class of 1943 

 

BURNETTE, Robert Edward 

 
Born:  19 November 1921 
  
Died:  2 March 1996 (aged 74) 

Class of 1941 

 

CALVIN, Irvin James, Jr. 

 
Born:  24 November 1919 
 
Died:  15 May 1981 (aged 61) 
Philosophy: “To get the best out of life.” 

Class of 1937 

https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/ALLEN,%20John%20Logan.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/BALLARD,%20James%20William.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/BURNETTE,%20Robert%20Edward.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/CALVIN,%20Irvin%20James,%20Jr..pdf


 

 

 

CHISM, Robert Leach “Bob” 

 
Born:  6 July 1922 
Husband of Mattie L. Stewart, T-42 
Died:  26 June 2018 (aged 95) 

Class of 1940 

 

DAWKINS, Cecil Hugh “Buzz” 

 
Born:  11 November 1919 
 
Died:  27 December 1985 (aged 66) 

Class of 1937 

 

DeVITT, William M., Jr. 

 
Born:  19 February 1918 
“Died non-battle WWII - Forever Honored” 
Died:  24 August 1942 (aged 24) 

Humes Alumni Class of 1935 

 

GRANNIS, Charles A. 

 
Born:  6 June 1912 
 
Died:  12 September 1991 (aged 79) 

Class of 1931 

 

GREEN, Stanley Preston “Stan” 

 
Born:  28 August 1923 
 
Died:  22 February 1950 (aged 26) (Belton KY) 
Philosophy: “Have fun while you’re young.” 

Bellevue Alumni Class of 1943 

https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/CHISM,%20Robert%20Leach.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/DAWKINS,%20Cecil%20Hugh.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/DEVITT,%20William.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/GRANNIS,%20Charles%20A..pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/GREEN,%20Stanley%20Preston.pdf


 

 

 

HANCOCK, John Victor 

 
Born:  21 December 1925 
 
Died:  5 January 1998 (aged 72) 
Philosophy: “Try to like everybody.” 

Bellevue Alumni Class of 1943 

 

HARRIS, Charles William 

 
Born:  12 June 1923 
“Killed in Action Korea - Forever Honored” 
Died:  29 March 1951 (aged 27) 
 

Class of 1940 

 

HOZIER, George Chambers 

 
Born: 14 October 1919 
 
Died: 19 December 1989 (aged 70) 
Philosophy: “Don’t worry about anything.” 

Class of 1937 

 

KENTERA, George Richard 

 
Born:  15 July 1922 
 
Died:  4 October 1997 (aged 75) 
Philosophy: “A good record (moral and scholastic) is your best 
diploma.” 

Class of 1939 

 

LITTLE, William King (Assistant Coach) 

 
Born:  10 April 1916 
 
Died:  8 August 1943 (aged 27) 

Faculty 

https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/HANCOCK,%20John.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/HARRIS,%20Charles%20William.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/HOZIER,%20George%20Chambers.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/KENTERA,%20George.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/LITTLE,%20William%20King.pdf


 

 

 

MADDOX, Solon Gilbert 

 
Born:  18 November 1917 
Husband of Mary Elizabeth South, T-39 
Died:  2 October 1997 (aged 79) 
 

Class of 1936 

 

MARTIN, Harry Newhall 

 
Born:  6 June 1914 
Husband of Katherine Toombs Holloway, T-32 
Died:  19 November 1995 (aged 81) 

Class of 1932 

 

MOSS, Billy Fred 

 
Born:  30 November 1920 
 
Died:  1 March 1995 (aged 74) 
Philosophy: “The early bird gets the worm, and the hard worker gets 
the gravy, but who likes worms and gravy.” 

Class of 1939 

 

MOYE, Earl Vinson 

 
Born:  24 June 1915 
 
Died:  17 February 1953 (aged 37) 

Class of 1935 

 

NOLEN, John W. 

 
Born:  1 November 1920 
“Died non-battle WWII - Forever Honored” 
Died:  11 May 1942 (aged 21) 

Class of 1940 

https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/MADDOX,%20Solon%20Gilbert.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/MADDOX,%20Solon%20Gilbert.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/MARTIN,%20Harry.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/MOSS,%20Billy%20Fred.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/MOYE,%20Earl%20Vinson.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/NOLEN,%20John%20W..pdf


 

 

 

PAYNE, Harry Lee 

 
Born:  9 July 1923 
 
Died:  21 March 1987 (aged 63) 

Class of 1942 

 

VanCLEAVE, Clarence Roy, Jr. 

 
Born:  30 September 1920 
 
Died:  25 December 1965 (aged 45) 
Philosophy: “Eat, drink, and be merry.” 

Class of 1939 

 

VESCOVO, Paul Joseph 

 
Born:  13 May 1923 
 
Died:  28 June 2017 (aged 94) 

Class of 1941 

 

WHITE, Horace Bedford 

 
Born:  6 March 1923 
 
Died:  26 September 2000 (aged 77) 

Class of 1940 

 

WILLIAMS, John William “Bill” 

 
Born:  31 January 1922 
 
Died:  19 January 2008 (aged 85) 
Philosophy: “Everything comes to he who waits.” 
 

Class of 1939 

https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/PAYNE,%20Harry%20Lee.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/VANCLEAVE,%20Clarence%20Roy.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/VESCOVA,%20Paul%20Joseph.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/WHITE,%20Horace%20Bedford.pdf
https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/WILLIAMS,%20John%20William.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOODS, LaVerne Ellis 

 
Born:  27 January 1921 
Husband of Onie Belle Patrick, T-42 
Died:  12 March 2016 (aged 95) 

Class of 1940 

https://memphistechnicalhighschool.org/PDFs/WOODS,%20LaVerne%20Ellis.pdf

